
 

 
March 4, 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information 
on the 2017-18 educational progress for Discovery Elementary School. The AER addresses the complex 
reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information 
about student assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. If you have any questions about the AER, 
please contact Patrick VanRemmen, Discovery Principal, for assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the Discovery Elementary page of the 
Williamston Community Schools website at www.gowcs.net or by following this link: 
http://bit.ly/2tBzimH. You may also review a copy in the main office at Discovery. 
 
For the 2017-18 school year, schools were identified using new definitions and labels as required in the 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  A Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is one that has at 
least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that 
has three or more underperforming student subgroups. A Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
(CSI) school is one whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state or has a graduation 
rate at or below 67%.  Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no label is 
given. 
 
As a K-2 building, Discovery Elementary School has not been given one of these labels, as State of 
Michigan assessments begin at the third grade level. State law requires that we also report additional 
information. 
 
Discovery has developed a three-year School Improvement Plan, which identifies goals, strategies, and 
activities to provide all students with a high-quality education. Our staff utilize FastBridge universal 
screeners three times each school year in both reading and math to identify students who would benefit 
from additional academic supports through our multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS). These 
interventions are provided during the course of the school day. 
 
All K-2 students in Williamston Community School are assigned to Discovery Elementary. K-2.  We have 
implemented Reading Street literacy curriculum, GOMATH! curriculum, Mystery science units and grade 
level social studies units. All grade level curricula are aligned to the Michigan Standards. In our Young 
Fives program Reading Street literacy curriculum, Every Day Math curriculum materials, as well as 
teacher developed science and social studies curriculum are utilized. Student achievement is reported 
with Michigan Standards based report cards each semester. Both the Reading Street and GOMATH! 

 

http://www.gowcs.net/
http://bit.ly/2FjMxOp


 

materials may be accessed online. Our other curriculum materials can also be accessed by request from 
teaching staff or the office. 
 
At Discovery Elementary we recognize the need to address the unique developmental and 
social-emotional needs of our students, along with academic learning needs. As a K-2 building we have 
prioritized transition and articulation with both preschool programing and our district 3-5 building, 
Explorer Elementary. Our preK-2 focus includes multi-tiered academic interventions (MTSS), positive 
behavior intervention and supports (PBIS) emphasizing the prek-5 Hornet buzz words “Kind, Safe, 
Cooperative, and Respectful”, health and wellness activities and reinforcement, increased technology 
and arts integration, targeted professional development for staff, continued alignment to state 
standards in all content areas, as well as data based decision making to improve student success. We 
continue to research and implement rigorous curriculum utilizing developmentally appropriate 
strategies and activities. 
  
We have been supported by our Parent Teacher School Association (PTSA) over the last several years to 
fund the purchase of electronic tablets, chromebooks and software, as well as  to provide monetary 
support for Arts Integration materials, field trips and coaching. Teacher technology coaching to support 
blended learning was provided this school year through a district Michigan Virtual University (MVU) 
grant, as well as a Blended Learning Coach. 
  
It is our continuing goal and pleasure to partner with parents to provide a safe, caring and engaging 
environment for our students. At Discovery, we believe that delivering the best possible education for 
children requires a partnership between the school and the home. 98% of Discovery students were 
represented by parents at our parent-teacher conferences in the Fall of 2018. 
 
The staff of Discovery Elementary are committed to excellence in education. The education children 
receive at Discovery lays the foundation for their success throughout their years in Williamston 
Community Schools. We are dedicated to creating a joyful learning community where everyone feels 
safe and valued.  
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick J. VanRemmen 
Principal, Discovery Elementary 
 

 


